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Congratulations 
Luanne Barron 

Assistant Superintendent 

Two people were named 
as interim 
superintendents for the 
Kansas State Schools 
for the Deaf and Blind 
during the Kansas State 
Board of Education 
meeting on Tuesday, 
June 13, in Topeka. 

 
Luanne Barron, current assistant 
superintendent of the Kansas State 
School for the Deaf, will serve as 
interim superintendent for the Kansas 
State School for the Deaf, 450 E. Park 
St. in Olathe. 
 
Jon Harding, current director of 
instruction for the Kansas State 
School for the Blind, will serve as 
interim superintendent for the Kansas 
State School for the Blind, 1100 State 
Ave. in Kansas City, Ks.  They will 
begin their new duties July 1. 
 
Madeleine Burkindine, current 
superintendent of the Kansas Schools 
for the Deaf and Blind, will retire 
June 30. 
 
Kansas State Board of Education 
members requested that Barron and 
Harding work together and with the 
Kansas Association of School Boards  

to make recommendations to the 
board no later than December 2017 
about the administrative structures to 
serve both schools now and in the 
future. Burkindine currently oversees 
both schools. 
 
For more information about the 
Kansas State School for the Deaf, 
visit www.ksdeaf.org. 
 
For more information about the 
Kansas State School for the Blind, 
visit www.kssb.net. 

Conference Successful!!! 
 
The 44th Biennial KAD 
Conference was 
successful with 133 
registered participants, 16 
committee, and 20 

presenters to bring a total of 169 
registered people plus 14 exhibitors 
and 16 support staffs which come as 
total of 199 people attending the 
conference from Thursday, June 8 
through Saturday, June 10, 2015.  The 
joint conference with Kansas 
Association of Interpreters-Registry 
Interpreters for the Deaf (KAI-RID) was 
held at Regnier Center at Johnson 
County Community College (JCCC) in 
Overland Park, Kansas. 
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2017 KAD/KAI-RID Chairperson 
Lorrie Shank and her committee 
consisting of half the number of 
member from 2015, and the other 
half of members joined, consisting 
of both Deaf community and 
Interpreters have worked tirelessly 
hard for 1-1/2 years preparing for 
the conference, with a first formal 
meeting held on January 16, 
2016.  The teamwork in the 
committee was amazing (and even 
champions) to work together. 
 

Special Guests 
 
There were one Keynote Speaker 
for this conference:  Trudy Suggs, a 
CDI from Maryland who gave her 
keynote speaker presentation, 
“Interpreters: From Deaf 
Disempowerment to True 
Allies”.  She also conducted the 
Grant Writing training for 3 hours, 
and those participants were invited 
to attend.  On the next day, she 
gave a workshop, “Think of a Word, 
Quick!”  These titles from Trudy’s 
are applying to both Deaf 
community and interpreters. 
 

Workshops 
 
There were fourteen (14) 
workshops that were applying to 
both organizations for everyone to 
attend of their choices to learn. 
About more than half numbers of 
the workshops applied to the 
interpreters that need to attend to 
earn their points in CEU (Continued 
Education Unit) to continue their 
interpreting services.  The rest of 
numbers of the workshops applied 
to Deaf community to learn such as 
Care/Cardiac and Stroke, Sexual 
and Domestic Violence and 
Preparing for Disasters.  
 

Meetings 
 
Both KAD and KAI-RID have each 
own meeting at the same time, 
from 1:00pm to 5:00pm on  

Saturday, June 10, 2017 in the 
separate rooms.  Speaking of a Third 
Biennial Joint Conference in 2019, 
KAI-RID members approved to 
continue the Joint Conference with 
KAD, while the KAD members have 
authorized for the 2017-2019 Board 
to make a decision for a Joint or by 
Track.  What does “Track” mean?  It 
means each organization can have 
the conference together, but in each 
own different planning committee, 
money, workshop presenters in each 
organization separately.  However, 
both committee from each 
organization can share the “reserved” 
fund for the purpose of having 
everyone together for President’s 
Receptions and Banquet with “food” 
costs. 
 
Both organizations received several 
feedbacks with ideas for 2019 Joint or 
Track conference such as few 
alternate locations; needing to have 
both organizations having their 
separate meetings at the same time; 
and less workshops at same time. 
 

Special Accommodations 
 
There were a few special 
accommodations for these 
participants that were provided to 
those who need these services.  
There were few DeafBlind, so the CDI 
was provided to accommodate 
them.  There were no Cart service, as 
compared to two years ago.  
 

Sponsors Recognitions 
 
Lorrie Shank took care of the 
sponsorship process, and wanted to 
give the appreciations and 
recognitions with thanks to the 
sponsors that contributed the 
conference as follows in order of the 
levels during the banquet on 
Saturday, June 10, 2017 as follows: 
 

Paul Hubbard’s Football Huddle 
Johnson County Community 
    College 
Sorenson Communications 

Chuck Baird’s De’VIA Arts 
Interpretek 
 

William Boular’s Ripley Record 
Enterprise Bank & Trust 
Interpreting Solutions 
Olathe Health Systems 
Able Hands 
Nexus Interpreting 
ZVRS/Purple 
 

William Marra’s Deaf 
Culture Artifacts 

Hamilton Relay 
 

Three (3) In-Kinds 
Kansas Association of the Deaf 
Kansas Association of Interpreters- 
     Registry Interpreters for the Deaf 
ASL Connections LLC 
 
Again, thank you the sponsors for 
the wonderful contributions! 
 

Exhibition Booths 
 
There were 15 Exhibition Booths as 
follows in the alphabetical order:   
 
Able Hands 
ASL Connections LLC 
Deaf Cultural Center Foundation 
Deaf Tees LLC 
KAD 
KAI-RID 
Hamilton Relay 
Interpretek 
JoCo Mental Health Center 
Mid America Alliance for Access 
Nexus Interpreting 
Sorenson Communications 
Swanson’s Holistic Hands 
The Whole Person 
ZVRS/Purple  
 
Many participants visited each 
booth, stamped on the card that 
needed to be filled in order to 
qualify for numerous of wonderful 
door prizes.  The drawings for 
numerous of prizes were held at the 
Banquet on Saturday, June 10.  
The exhibitors appreciated the 
atmosphere of the exhibition booths 
area in the conference room. 
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Have A Safe 

and 

Enjoyable 

4th of July!!! 

Affiliated Clubs/Organizations 
2017 Meeting Schedules 

 

Kansas South Central 
Association of the Deaf  

July 15, 2017 
 

Northwest Kansas Club of the Deaf  
July 8, 2017 

 
Olathe Club of the Deaf  

No Meeting 
 

Topeka Association of the Deaf  
Meeting is flexible during the month  

Wichita Association of the Deaf  
No Meeting 

2017 LaRosh Scholarships  

 

On Wednesday, May 24, 2017 during 
the KSD Award Ceremony before the 
graduation, President Ann Cooper 
announced that two KSD seniors got 
LaRosh scholarships:  Jaeden Rolofson 
who will attend Rochester Institute of 
Technology/National Technical Institute 
for the Deaf (RIT/NTID) in 
Rochester, NY and  
Olu’Quea Siffre who will 
attend Gallaudet 
University in Washington, 
DC.  Congratulations to 
Jaeden and Olu’Quea! 

KAD Membership 
 
As a KAD member, you receive 
monthly newsletter, having your 
opportunity to serve on the board or 
to be on a committee member, and 
to participate and vote during the 
biennial conferences and business 
meetings.  If you want to be a KAD 
member, the individual membership 
is $10 per year or $20 for two years. 
There are other programs (optional) 
if ]you wish to donate.  Please 
contact Amy Thompson for 
information at email:  
kadmembership@gmail.com  
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Workshop Presenters 
 
Appreciation with thanks to the 
workshop presenters as follows in the 
alphabetical order on their last  
names - with two or three presenters in 
one workshop, still in alphabetical 
order: 
 
Kimberly Billyard 
Madeleine Bowens and Mary Ellen  
     O’Brien 
Jana Braklow, Jenny Mahieu and 
     Nicholas Mull 
Robert Cooper and Amanda Wittman 
Chriz Dally, Kester and 
     Petra Horn-Marsh 
Jennifer Fales 
Bill Glaser 
Sarah Hussain and Jamie Wallen 
Miako Rankin and Robin Shannon 
Trudy Suggs 
Gina Swanson 
 
Each of these workshops were 
perfectly scheduled in the 90 and 180 
minutes slots starting on Thursday 
afternoon, all day Friday and Saturday 
morning.  Again thanks to the 
presenters who spend their time doing 
the workshop presentations. 
 

Board Members 2017-2019 
 
During the KAD General Meeting, five 
nominees were elected by the KAD 
members, and one position (K-CAP) 
was elected earlier during the K-CAP 
committee meeting and vote a new 
Chairperson.  In total, all six took oath 
administered by Outgoing President 
Ann Cooper at the end of the 
elections.   The new Board will select 
two more people from a pool of seven 
(7) interested to fill two vacant of 
Appointed Board Member in the 
coming days.  The only vacant position 
right now is the 2019 KAD Chairperson 
which is to be filled in at a later 
time.  Total position in the Board 
members is now nine (9).  

Ann Cooper’s final 
message to Kansans 

 
It is my privilege to serve 
as KAD President for 10 
years (5 terms) from 2007 
to 2017.  I want to thank 
every one in the set of 
Board members, 

particularly 2007-2009, 2009-2011, 
2011-2013, 2013-2015 and 2015-
2017 terms for their outstanding 
supports.  Not only the board 
members but also all of you as the 
members!  Again, I want to thank the 
2015-2017 Board for giving me the 
Hammer Award that I received 
during the Banquet on Saturday, 
June 10, 2017. We are grateful that 
the recent KAD conference was 
successful jointly with Kansas 
Association of Interpreters-Registry 
Interpreters for the Deaf (KAI-RID) 
with almost 200 people total in 
attendance.   
 
Let’s give our supports to Lorrie 
Shank, 2017-2019 President and the 
entire board members.  If you have 
any questions or concerns, please 
contact Lorrie, and we are sure she 
will do an outstanding job! 

2017 KAD/KAI-RID 
Chair Lorrie Shank 

 
My committee did an amazing job in 
running the 3-day conference with 
over 190 people in attendance.  The 
committee really worked hard in 
planning over 1.5 years and make 
sure things are covered for registrars, 
exhibitors and sponsors.   The 
workshops were great and people 
had enjoyed learning new things from 
these workshops. 
    
The committee got post-conference 
survey from many people and will 
review them to improve for 2019 
conference. 
 
Again, thank to my committee for their 
commitments to the conference! 

mailto:kadmembership@gmail.com







